(33%) originating from the Alaska Peninsula and nine samples (23%) from the Susitna area. Positive titers ranged from 1:16 to 1:128. Six samples (6%) were seropositive to IBRV, with four (10%) being from the Susitna area and two (17%) from the Alaska Peninsula. All positive titers were at the 1:16 dilution. Antibodies to IBRV in moose have been reported previously for 14% of 14 moose sampled in Alberta (Zarnke and Yuill, 1981, J. Wildl. Dis. 17: 453-461) although none were found in a previous study (Thorsen and Henderson, 1971 bara, California area during the winter of 1971-1973. Of the total number of house finches captured, 17% (7/42) died with lesions. The authors noted that some of these birds had lesions severe enough to have caused mortality in the wild. In one of the captive birds, a minor lesion near one eye progressed in 3 wk to the point of completely closing both eyes. We report here the first isolation of poxvirus from the house finch.
In February 1983, two house finches found dead at a bird feeder in Boise, Idaho were submitted to the U S . Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Health Laboratory, Madison, Wisconsin. Lesions were present near the beak and on the legs of both birds (Fig. 1) . In both cases, the lesions on the beak were extensive enough to obstruct vision. site of inoculation. The 50% infectious dose (ID,) of the original suspension titered on CAM's was l W 5 ID,/ml. Discrete pocks were formed on the CAM of eggs inocu- lated with dilutions near the ID,,, endpoint (Fig. 2) . A pool of the infected CAM's was diluted 1:lO in Hanks' BSS, ground up in a Waring blender, and centrifuged at 35,000 g for 30 min. The pellet was resuspended in distilled water, negative stained with phosphotungstic acid, and viewed with a H500 Hitachi electron microscope. Numerous poxvirus virions (300 x 250 nm) were seen (Fig. 3) .
P--
N o viral cytopathic effect (CPE) was noted in cell culture after two blind passages of the original pox suspension in MSDE-F. However, CPE did occur in MSDE-F 3 days postinoculation with a suspension prepared from infected CAM's. The cytopathic effect consisted of rounding of cells followed by degeneration resulting in plaques. The tissue culture ID, titer was 10fiM/ml after passage in C A M and three passages in MSDE-F.
The outbreaks of poxvirus disease among house finches in Boise, Idaho and Santa Barbara, California were noted in bird populations utilizing feeders. Feeders are often placed to facilitate bird observation by humans, making it easier to detect birds with obvious lesions. Because feeders concentrate birds, there is a greater possibility of disease transmission between birds. Parts of the feeder may become contaminated with poxvirus and transmission could also occur after the infected bird has left. The possibility of transmission is further increased if the feeder is constructed of materials that could cause trauma to the beak, legs, or feet while feeding. The resulting minor cuts are sufficient to admit pathogens 
